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Kindergarten
Expansion Planned

The expression, “As the twig is bent, so grows
the tree,” sums up the importance of early
childhood education. It's the reason Newark
Charter School will expand its Kindergarten
classes in 2010.

“Currently, we have 80 students in Kinder-
garten and 132 students in erst grade,” said
Mr. Meece, School Director. “When we add
52 new erst graders we can see a difference
in their learning. Ideally, all our erst graders
should be exposed to the same Kindergarten
experience, especially because of the careful
sequencing of the Core Knowledge curricu-
lum,” he said.

In the summer of 2009 erst grade teacher
Monica Bovankovich offered a Core Knowl-
edge Camp for several of the new erst grade
students, which helped. But the school want-
ed to do more. The NCS Board of Directors
agreed that adding two more Kindergarten
classes was the best way to go.

“It's during the early years when a student’s
learning is most fragile and where most is at
stake,” explained Mr. Meece. “Learning oc-
curs faster in the early years than at any other
time and patterns are established that have
far-reaching implications,” he said.

To make room for the new Kindergartners the
school has begun renovating interior space.
This will shift the music classroom and a

conference room to the third soor space above Team members spoke with students about

the gym, and two erst grade classes will move
to the second «oor to make room for the two
new Kindergarten classrooms. The school
was fortunate to receive two private founda-
tion grants totaling $250,000 to defray costs.
Two additional teachers and two more Kinder-
garten aides will be hired.
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NCS Raises Awareness About Disabilities

The General Assembly declared October a®vercome disabilities. In the elementary
‘Disability History and Awareness Month’ in school teachers dedicated morning class
Delaware. Newark Charter School took parneetings to the topic of people with dis-

in a big way.

abilities and the disability rights movement
with support materials from the
school library.

First grade teacher, Mrs.
Monica Bovankovich, created
a moving Powerpoint presen-
tation that was shown at one
of the assemblies. It featured
people such as NFL football
kicker Tom Dempsey who
kicked the longest «eld goal
despite having been born with
half a foot, and Heather Whit-
estone, the erst Miss America
winner who had a major dis-
NCS parent, Mrs. Kathy O’Donnell who,  ability. She has a hearing disability.

along with her husband, is deaf, shared with ) )
. “Newark Charter School is able to impact
Kindergarten, erst and second grade stu-

a diverse group of students on a daily ba-
dents how she became deaf and what causes

sis,” said School Director Gregory Meece.
people to become deaf. Mrs. O’Donnell, ; )
. ) “Our school serves students having a wide
accompanied by an interpreter, told students y S ) .

L ] range of disabilities including autism, Down
how her life is different than a hearing per-
son’s with everyday items, such as an alarm
clock, phone, or oven timer. She concluded
by teaching some signs and «elding ques-

tions from the students.

Later, grades three and four were treated to
an exhibition by members of the Delaware
Destroyers Wheelchair Basketball Team.

life in a wheelchair. They demonstrated
their basketball skills and several students
(and even the School Director!) got to par- Syndrome, various learning disabilities,
ticipate by attempting to play basketball in énearing impaired, Attention Descit Disorder,
wheelchair. Team members also describedSelective Mutism, Dyslexia, speech impedi-
the types of disabilities they had and how ments, and Tourette’s Syndrome. The more
they got them. we can teach children that having a disability

) is a natural part of the human experience the
Morning announcements focused on how )

more comfortable they will be when con-

famous people and ordinary citizens have
peop i fronting people with disabilities,” he said.
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Service to Others
Third Grader Loves To Help

Third grader, Natalie Ginsberg, loves to
help others. In this picture, Natalie shows
a thank you letter she received from the
parents of Alexandra “Alex” Scott who was
diagnosed with a
form of childhood
cancer and who
founded Alex’s
Lemonade Stand
Foundation to
raise funds for
cancer research.
Natalie set up her
own Alex’s Lem-
onade Stand at the
Oaklands pool dur-
ing college move-in day and raised $200!

Natalie has been at it again! She orga-
nized her own food drive in her neighbor-
hood. She raised 699 Ibs of food to donate
to the Delaware Food Bank.

8th Graders, Staff, Parents Join to
Provide Service to Others

Newark Charter School’s erst Children’s
Resale/Donation Events was a success as
many families devoted their October week-
end to NCS! The resale event raised $2,700
for Newark Charter School and provided
donations for three area non-proet chari-
ties. Of the 160 eighth grade students, 132
volunteered to help with the Resale as they

packed and loaded three trucks full of cloth-
ing, shoes, toys, bikes and baby items for the
Sunday Breakfast Mission; raised $244.00
for Darius Goes West; and they packed and
loaded 40 bags of clothing and 10 bags of
toys for the children at Exceptional Care for
Children.

Making Dreams Come True at the 6th Annua
Fundraising Auction

Close to 300 parents, faculty, staffand  auction was Auctioneer Tom Kennedy, an

friends of Newark Charter School attendedNCS parent, and guest auctioneers Monica

the 6th Annual Fundraising Auction ~ Dunbar (middle school Spanish instruc-
tor), Matt Mathias (elementary
school special education) and
Dan Newcott (8th grade ELA
instructor). The auction plan-
ning committee, which began
meeting in March to coordi-
nate the event, was pleased to
announce that a net proet of
over $40,000 was raised at the
annual event. All proceeds
generated from the auction
directly enhance the education

Making Dreams Come True ~ held in the of all students attending NCS.

middle school on November 7. The eve-

ning included live music, over 120 silent

auction and 55 live auction items, and was

catered by Caffé Gelato. Leading the live

Service Council Sponsors
Food Drives

This holiday season the elementary students participated
in the Basket Brigade of Delaware and collected 1,336

cans to donate. The middle school
also collected food for the Newark
Area Welfare Committee and accu-
mulated 3,764 cans. We are proud
of the fact that the Newark Charter
School Service Council has sup-
ported our neighborhood charities
for many years.

Cross Country Teams Enjoy Great Season

The Cross Country boy and girl teams had a very successful season. The boys team won
their meet with MOT, St. Anne’s, Red Lion, Smyrna, Glasgow Christian Academy, Pike
Creek Christina, Caravel, and TOME. The girls won a St. Anne’s meet, Glasgow Chris-
tina, Caravel, TOME, and Pike Creek Christian. Both teams took 4th in the Carousel Park
Invitational. “All runners showed tremendous growth throughout the season, said cross
country coach, Melanie Mundell.



Cloudy With a Chance of Learning

Students seldom forget
things when they experi-
ence them in a personal
way. With that in mind,
Ms. Zeccola’s fourth grad-
ers recently completed a
unit on meteorology and
each group had to come
up with a unique dramatic
performance depicting
their cloud formation.
Here, students portray a
cumulus nimbus cloud.

Celebrating Delaware Charter Schools Week

Newark Charter School participated in Delaware Charter
Schools Week, held November 7 - 14, with a variety of cel-
ebrations including the fundraising auction, an Open House
for prospective students and families, and over 1,000 cards
and letters created by NCS students and mailed to Dela-
ware legislators and others thanking them for their support
of public education in Delaware. Sixth graders decorated
classroom doors to demonstrate school spirit. The NCS
Patriot mascot even made an appearance at elementary
school dismissal time to close the week-long celebration.

Eight Audition - All Eight Accepted"

All eight middle school students who
auditioned for All State Chorus were
accepted. In addition, four of the eight
singers made top chair spots.

Sopranos: Samantha Kasehagen, Asia
DeShields; Alto: Melanie Altemus,
Fiona Flowerhill, Nina Krauss, Emily
Malafronti; Tenor: Ben Kuykendall;
Baritone: Ben Walker.

Jonathan Sprout Shares Songs of Heroes

Children’s singer-songwriter-recording art-

ist, Jonathan Sprout, visited Newark Charter

elementary school this fall and shared his en-

thusiasm and songs about American Heroes.

Sprout has written thirty songs about some

of the most remarkable men and women in

American history, ranging chronologically

from Pocahontas to Neil Armstrong. His list

of heroes includes politicians (George Wash-

ington, Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson), athletes (Jackie Robinson, Wilma Rudolph)
scientists (Jonas Salk, Thomas Edison), feminists (Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Blackwel
civil rights leaders (Martin Luther King, Jr., Frederick Douglass, Cesar Chavez) and other
His performance was a perfect !t with the Core Knowledge curriculum in all grade levels"

Teachers In The News

Ms. Hendel Receives Grant

Allyson Hendel, 3rd grade teacher, recently
received a grant of $480 from FMC Bio-
Polymer Community Advisory Panel. Ms.
Hendel submitted the grant proposal to
enable students to perform hands-on ex-
periments and

investigations

of the proper-

ties of water.

The funding

will allow the

3rd grade team

to purchase

items for the

water experi-

ments. Ms. Hendel will attend a meeting at
FMC BioPolymer next year to share how the
mini-grant bene!ted the NCS students.

Music Teacher Published

Sarah Aherne, elementary school music
teacher, recently published an article entitled
Music-Making in the Home: A Review of
Selected Studies in

the Early Childhood

Music & Movement

Association Journal

Ms. Aherne holds a

degree in music edu-

cation from Bucknell

University and is

currently pursuing

a master’s degree in music teaching at the
University of Delaware.

Technology Teacher Designs Online
Courses

Middle school technology teacher, Susan
Cornett, recently co-authored one of the
new online courses

for Delaware teacher

professional develop-

ment. /Wikis in the

Classroom/ is one

of ten professional

development offerings

providing 30 hours of

credit for teachers seeking re-licensure. This
7-week online course will begin in January,
and is free to all state teachers wanting to
improve their cyber-based instruction.



Alumni News

. Lexi Donovan, NCS Class of 2003,
a graduate of Newark High School, is a
Biology and Environmental Science major
at Virginia Tech.

. Zoe Cloonan, NCS Class of 2005, a
graduate of The Charter School of Wilm-
ington, is pursuing a degree in architecture
at Northeastern University in Boston.

. Erin Couch, NCS Class of 2004,
graduated from Newark High School and is
a Hotel, Restaurant Management major at
the University of Delaware.

. Kenny Speir, NCS Class of 2005, a
graduate of Salesianum, is attending Hofstra
University in New York and is majoring in
TV, Media and Broadcasting.

. Tyler Walker, NCS Class of 2005, a
graduate of Caravel Academy, is majoring in
mechanical engineering at the University of
Delaware.

. Adele Xu, NCS Class of 2006, a
senior at The Charter School of Wilmington,
has been accepted to Stanford University as
a member of the Class of 2014.

We would love to hear what our NCS gradu-
ates are doing now. Drop us a line for our
next issue of NCS Quarterly" Contact
Sharon Dorr at sdorr@ncs.k12.de.us or 302-
369-2001.
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Fourth Grade Teachers Have Fun With Fashiol

Its origin is cloudy, but the gentlemen
teachers of the 3rd #oor of the el-
ementary school began wearing bow
ties and white shirts to work each
Friday. Before long, Bow Tie Friday
became a tradition. Not to be out-
done, the ladies on the 3rd #oor chose
Halloween to show the guys they
didn’t have a monopoly on silliness.

International Teachers
Learn From NCS

Each year dozens of visiting educators from
as far away as Korea and Germany come to
NCS as part of the University of Delaware’s
English Language Institute. Their goals is
to learn more about our American public
education system. This fall, Mr. Meece met
with 25 teachers from Hong Kong.

They Said It"

“I'd like to extend congratulations to Newark Charter School for being named 1st place in
Best in the Business Top Employers in the medium size business category. As Governor, |
am focused on creating a prosperous work environment and world class education system
in the First State. Newark Charter School is a wonderful example of a culmination of these
ldeas. You have transformed the traditional business model and made it work for Newark
Charter School. | hope you will continue to be a leader and a wonderful example for all
Delaware entrepreneurs and educators to follow.” - Governor Jack A. Markell

‘I want to personally congratulate the Newark Charter School on its awesome DSTP scores
1 know how hard the administration, teachers and the students worked to achieve this out-
standing result. In addition, being named nationally as a leading Core Knowledge School
shows to everyone that Newark Charter is on the right path and every school in Delaware
needs to learn from you" Again, congratulations" -State Representative Earl Jaques, .
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